
Homily Notes for Sunday, October 10, 2021, 28th in O. T. B 
Readings: 1st – Wisdom 7:7-11; 2nd Heb 4:12-13; Gospel: Mk 10:17-30 

 
1. Introduction: Today’s readings challenge us to seek wisdom and prudence, especially from 
the Word of God, since these values will bring happiness and blessings. They are more 
important to our lives and our salvation that the worldly temptations of riches and power. 
 

2. Notice that in the first reading the result of prayer is prudence and wisdom. Riches was 
seen as nothing in comparison to Wisdom. This reading from Wisdom shows us to that the 
result of turning in prayer to God-yields the gifts of prudence and Wisdom in preference to 
vanishing realities like riches, or political or social influence. Solomon chose Wisdom before 
everything else. But when he received Wisdom, he received everything else along with her. 
Since Jesus is Wisdom Incarnate, when we put following Jesus ahead of everything else, we 
receive everything else along with Jesus. 
 

3. Think with me about our priorities for our children. How much are we preoccupied that 
they get educated in order to get a good job and provide for their family? How much are they 
guided to pursue studies that will give them wisdom and prudence? Which of these priorities 
will really provide best for their family? In this world and in the next? 
 

4. What is wisdom? What is prudence? How are these related to truth? 
 

5. Wisdom is a spiritual gift which enable one to know the purpose and plan of God. It is one of 
the seven gifts (O.T.) of the Holy Spirit (CCC 1831). These gifts complete and perfect the virtues 
of those who receive them. Wisdom, in particular, implies the power of judging rightly and 
following the soundest course of action, based on knowledge (truth), experience, 
understanding, and the like.    
 
6. Prudence is one of the cardinal moral virtues which disposes a person to discern the good 
and choose the correct means to accomplish it. 
 

7. How much to you hear these words mentioned in public discussion today? Do we evaluate 
the leaders of our country by how wise they are and how prudent they are in achieving their 
goals? How much are these qualities those which guide our choice of advanced schooling or 
educational resources? It used to be that our youth who were seen to be capable of leadership 
would go to schools which would give them this basis of character so they could lead well. 
Today, how do we evaluate our leadership? 
 

8. This provokes a reflection. Today we see the struggle between wisdom and prudence 
versus the quest for wealth and power. There are two ways of gaining worldly wealth. One is 
through obeying God and doing things right. Documentation of this position is a book by Jon 
M. Huntsman, Winners Never Cheat.  Huntsman started out with practically nothing and built a 
world-class business that carried him to Forbes’ list of America’s wealthiest people. Then there is 
the list of opportunistic manipulators and cheaters, often found among America’s politicians 
who use immoral means to gain their wealth. Which way of living leads to a prosperous and 
stable society? 
 

9. The Responsorial Psalm is a call to receive the joy of the Lord. Our readings show that 
turning to God in prayer, becoming wise, and being generous givers will lead to that blessing. 
Consider the testimony of those who have turned to the Lord and have been blessed. 
 



10. The second reading shows how we want to live according to the Word of God. The “living 
and effective word of God” must be our guide in all aspects of our lives, especially in how we 
use those blessings. The Word of God is the most effective tool we can have for evaluating our 
decisions, for determining good and evil. We must do this because “no creature is concealed 
from Him, but everything is naked and exposed to the eyes of Him to whom we must render an 
account.” 
 

11. In today’s Gospel we find three sections: first, a narrative about Jesus’ encounter with a rich 
man who was asking the most basic question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Second, 
Jesus’ sayings about wealth as a possible obstacle to following him; and third, Jesus’ promise of 
reward for those who share material possessions with the needy.  
 

12. Jesus perceived that the rich man’s heart was tied to his wealth. He challenged him to sell 
what he had and to give the money to the poor and then follow him. This revealed that the 
young man was violating the first commandment because his great possessions were more 
precious to him than Jesus. Attachments to money and possessions are a first commandment 
issue. Jesus declared that true religion consisted in one’s sharing his blessings with others rather 
than hoarding them and getting inordinately attached to them. (See 1 Tim 6:17ff for the right use 
of wealth by the wealthy.  
 

13. How important is the right use of money and possessions for our moral life? St. John Paul 
II used this passage as basis and introduction to his Encyclical on Moral Theology, Veritatis 
Splendor, The Splendor of the Truth. Why would he start such a reflection by using a story about a 
man’s money keeping him from eternal life? He questions, “Is it possible to obey God and thus 
love God and neighbor, without respecting these commandments in all circumstances.” Is there 
not an intrinsic and unbreakable bond between faith and morality? Why do you think he chose 
this biblical story to introduce his Encyclical on all of the moral life? 
 

15. Today, we are acting against a very great evil, abortion. This weekend our parish, along 
with the Church of Christ, has had a prolife float in the Pow Wow parade. And in our Mass, we 
are having a parade of roses, 48 roses, one rose for every year that the murderous decision of 
Roe v. Wade which made abortion legal in the USA.  After Mass, and in the afternoon we are 
doing a “Life Chain” out in front of our church. Why? Because of 60,000,000 abortions. 60M 
children murdered in the womb! What has been wise about this? What has been prudent? How 
do you think God will judge us? I am so proud of you and our Sanctity of Life committee. 
 

16. Story of a Catholic, a Protestant and a Muslim discussing the future. The Muslim 
responded to their self-righteous optimism for their culture. We don’t kill our babies. 
 

17. Jesus highlights a key fact: “Where your treasure is, there will be your heart also.” In our 
materialistic, consumerist, secular society, are not the goods of this world easily idols for us? 
 

18. Jesus then shows how important this issue is for us.  
“Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again, 
I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of God” (vv23-24). 
 

19. The two questions for every Mass:  
What should I offer to God in the offering this morning? 
 

 

What is the one thing I can gain from this Mass to make me the better-version-of-myself that 
God wants? 


